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“TAKING AWAY THE CHAOS……..”
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CONTENTS 

• Background 

• Setting the scene – Glasgow in 2023

• What is a Safer Drug Consumption Facility (SDCF) ?

• The legal framework – what’s changed ?  

• Governance arrangements

• Where and when will Glasgow’s SDCF be ?      



OFFICIAL



111

196

99.6

271.4

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Drug-related deaths in Glasgow City - 20 Years of data

No of Drug related deaths 5-year average Lower 95% CI Upper 95% CI

6 months 2023

OFFICIAL



OFFICIAL

HEALTH NEEDS

• Health Needs assessment following sharp rise in HIV in 2015

• Proportion of the Injecting population living with Blood Borne 
Virus

• Ongoing Public Health issues with injecting ‘away from home’ or 
consuming substances alone 
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2321 injection locations reported in 6 months period
1545 injecting locations “away from home”
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INJECTING LOCATIONS 2022/23
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NEEDLE COMPLAINTS TO CITY COUNCIL
CALTON & TRONGATE

Hunter Street



• Injecting ‘away from home’ increasing

• Cocaine Injection very prevalent

• Public Health Issue
• Discarded needles and paraphernalia
• Bodily fluids 
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WHAT IS A 
SAFER DRUG 

CONSUMPTION
FACILITY ?  
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Vancouver Sydney

Hygienic environments where illicit drugs (purchased off the premises) 
can be consumed under clinical supervision

• Sterile injecting equipment

• Advice on injecting technique

• Overdose assistance

• On-site health & social service

WHAT IS A SDCF?

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi_7o---K_ZAhWMuRQKHdPlAn4QjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.slideshare.net%2Fbinghamtim%2Fsif1&psig=AOvVaw0CQVca2Weis1DXCTSW5Fqx&ust=1519059677473778
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BENEFITS OF SDCF ?

Evidence elsewhere tells us that SDCF’s;   
• Reduce overdose and drug deaths 
• Reduce drug related litter
• Reduce drug-related health harm 
• Reduce infectious disease transmission 
• Fewer injecting injuries 
• Slow the spread of blood borne viruses
• Fewer needles discarded 
• Reduce stigma 

• Improve social amenity
• Improve health inequalities 

Engagement into key services
• Promotes safer consumption
• Harm Reduction advice 
• Support and aftercare 
• Compassionate care 
• Trauma informed space 
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• LOCATION

• HOURS OF OPERATION

• INCLUSION / EXCLUSION CRITERIA ?  

• MODEL OF OPERATION 

GLASGOW SDCF PLANS
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EXISTING HAT SETUP – HUNTER STREET
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THE
LEGAL 

FRAMEWORK



OFFICIAL

• No change to Misuse of Drugs Act 1971

• 11th Sept ‘23 Lord Advocate’s announcement, would be 
prepared to issue a statement of prosecution policy

THE LEGAL DETAILS
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GOVERNANCE 
AND 

EVALUATION 
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OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS

The SDCF implementation plan was agreed by the HSCP IJB on 27th September 2023
Implementation Board and subgroups have been established;  

SDCF Implementation Board     Chairs- Jackie Kerr, Sharon Wearing

Sub groups Communications and Engagement
Properties
Workforce
Evaluation
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FURTHER INFORMATION 

HSCP bespoke SDCF webpage FAQ Document 



QUESTIONS 
AND 

DISCUSSION
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QR CODE
LINKING

TO HSCP SURVEY / FEEDBACK



THANK YOU

GLASGOW CITY ADP CO-ORDINATION TEAM
Glasgow City Health and Social Care Partnership

November 2023

adp@glasgow.gov.uk
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